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A new series of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-2-one derivatives
were synthesized by the reaction of 4-arylidene-2-phenyl-
5(4H)-oxazolones and pyridin-2-amine under microwave
irradiation in ethylene glycol. The starting materials were easily
obtained and the operation was very convenient.

Bridgehead nitrogen heterocycles are of interest because
they constitute an important class of natural and unnatural
products, many of which exhibit useful biological activity.1

Imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines show anticytomegalo-zoster and
antivaricella-zoster virus,2a–2e antibacterial,3 antiinflammatory,
analgesic, antipyretic,4a–4c hypnoselective and anxioselective
activities.5 They are �-amyloid formation inhibitors6 and consti-
tute a novel class of orally active nonpeptide bradykinin B2 re-
ceptor antagonists.7 Some imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines are known to
improve the cerebral function and may cure the cognitive and
memory disorder such as Alzheimer’s disease.8 Even recently,
bicyclic imidazo derivatives (imidazo[1,2-a]pyridine, imidazo-
[2,1-b]thiazole) have been screened as new anti-HIV-1
compounds such as non-nucleosidereverse transcriptase (RT)
inhibitors (NNRTIs).9 Several imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines already
on the market include zolimidine (an antiulcer drug),3c zolpidem
(a hypnotic drug), and alpidem (a nonsedative anxiolytic).10

Due to their diverse biological activities, researchers have
been interested in the synthesis of derivatives of this structural
type. Several groups have described the synthesis of imida-
zo[1,2-a]pyridines derivatives.2a,2b,11–19 However, the synthesis
of the imidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-2-ones with benzyl- and benzami-
do-group simultaneously occupying 3-position has seldom been
reported.

In the context of our interest in the design and development
of useful tactics and strategies for the synthesis of nitrogen
heterocycles,20 in this paper, we wish to report a new route for
the synthesis of a new imidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-2-one derivatives
by a novel cascade reaction. The starting material 4-arylidene-
2-phenyl-5(4H)-oxazolones (1) were easily prepared according
to our reported procedure.21 By the treatment of 1 and equimolar
pyridin-2-amine (2) under microwave irradiation (MWI) in
ethylene glycol, to our delight, the reaction proceeded smoothly
and afforded a variety of N-(3-benzyl-2-oxo-2,3-dihydro-
imidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-3-yl)benzamide (3) (Scheme 1).22

In order to search the optimum reaction condition, different

organic solvents, such as ethanol, DMF, glacial acetic acid,
ethylene glycol were tested in the synthesis of 3a at 100 �C.
We found that the reaction in ethylene glycol gave the best
result.

Moreover, to further optimize the reaction temperature,
reaction of 4-(4-fluorobenzyliden)-2-phenyl-5(4H)-oxazolone
(1a) and 2 was carried out at the temperatures ranging from
100 to 140 �C in increments of 10 �C each time in ethylene
glycol. When the temperature was increased from 100 to
120 �C, the yield of N-(3-(4-fluorobenzyl)-2-oxo-2,3-dihydro-
imidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-3-yl)benzamide (3a) was improved.
However, no significant increase in the yield of product 3a
was observed as the reaction temperature was raised from 120
to 140 �C. Therefore, the temperature of 120 �C was chosen
for all further microwave-assisted reactions. Under these opti-
mized reaction conditions [120 �C, ethylene glycol], a series of
products 3 were synthesized with this simple reaction procedure.
The results are summarized in Table 1.

For comparison, the synthesis of 3a under classical heating
conditions at 120 �C was performed. The yield of 3a was only
35% and the reaction time was 5 h. Therefore, microwave irradi-
ation exhibited advantages over the conventional heating by
reducing the reaction time and improving the reaction yield.
The electronic effect of aryl was investigated. Under our reaction
conditions, both electron-withdrawing and electron-donating
substituents readily provided imidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-2-ones in
good yields (Table 1), as highlighted by chloro-containing
compound 3d, which was obtained in 78% yield. It is worth
noting that there is no literature precedent for the synthesis of
N-(3-arylmethyl-2-oxo-2,3-dihydroimidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-3-yl)-
benzamides.

The assigned molecular structures of new compounds 3 are
based on rigorous spectroscopic analysis including IR, NMR
(1H, 13C, COSY, DEPT135), and elemental analysis.
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Table 1. Synthesis of compounds 3

Entry Product Ar
Time
/min

Yield
/%

Mp/�C

1 3a 4-FC6H4 4 74 >300

2 3b 4-ClC6H4 4 76 >300

3 3c 4-BrC6H4 4 75 >300

4 3d 2,4-Cl2C6H3 5 78 281–282
5 3e 4-NO2C6H4 4 73 295–296
6 3f 2-ClC6H4 5 61 280–282
7 3g 4-(CH3)2NC6H4 6 63 >300

8 3h 4-CH3OC6H4 6 67 >300

9 3i 3,4-(OCH2O)C6H3 7 68 >300

10 3j 3,4-(CH3O)2C6H3 6 58 290–292
11 3k C6H5 6 62 296–298
12 3l 4-CH3C6H4 5 70 >300
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Regarding the structure of 3 the assignment of 3e was
described. 1HNMR showed two methylene protons at � 3.69
(d, 1H, J ¼ 13:2Hz, CH2), 3.46 (d, 1H, J ¼ 13:2Hz, CH2),
respectively. DEPT135 at � 41.49 ppm, 13CNMR spectrum at
� 41.49 and � 77.51 ppm were consistent with the existence of
one secondary carbon and one quaternary carbon. Furthermore,
the C–H correlated spectra also suggested the presence of
methylene.

Although we have not established the mechanism of this
reaction in an experimental manner, to explain the formation
of products 3 from the corresponding materials, a possible
explanation is proposed in Scheme 2.

In summary, we have provided a new route for the synthesis
of a series of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-2-one derivatives by a novel
cascade reaction. The starting materials were easily obtained and
the operation was convenient. Most importantly, the series of
imidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-2-one derivatives may provide a classes
of biological active compounds for biomedical screening. An
extension of this work is currently under investigation.
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19 C. Plorac, M. Baudy-noćh, A. Robert, Tetrahedron 1990, 46,
445.

20 a) S. Tu, T. Li, F. Shi, Q. Wang, J. Zhang, J. Xu, X. Zhu, X.
Zhang, S. Zhu, D. Shi, Synthesis 2005, 3045. b) S. J. Tu, B.
Jiang, R. H. Jia, J. Y. Zhang, Y. Zhang, C. S. Yao, F. Shi,
Org. Biomol. Chem. 2006, 4, 3664. c) S. J. Tu, B. Jiang, J. Y.
Zhang, R. H. Jia, Y. Zhang, C. S. Yao, Org. Biomol. Chem.
2006, 4, 3980.

21 S. J. Tu, H. Jiang, Q. Y. Zhuang, C. B. Miao, D. Q. Shi, X. S.
Wang, Y. Gao, Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2003, 23, 491.

22 General procedures for the synthesis of 3 are as follows: A mix-
ture of 4-arylidene-2-phenyl-5(4H)-oxazolones (1) (1mmol)
and pyridin-2-amine (2) (1mmol) was added to a 10-mL
reaction vessel of the monomodal Emrys� Creator microwave
synthesizer and allowed to react under microwave irradiation
at 240W power and 120 �C in ethylene glycol (2mL) for 4–
7min. The reaction mixture was cooled to room temperature,
then poured into water (50mL), filtered to give crude product,
which was further purified by recrystallization from EtOH
(3a–3l). Compound 3e: IR (KBr): 3241, 3014, 2987, 1679,
1664, 1567, 1532, 868, 809, 786, 724, 591 cm�1; 1HNMR
(DMSO-d6) (�, ppm): � 9.69 (s, 1H, NH), 8.30 (d, 1H, J ¼
6:4Hz, ArH), 8.04 (d, 2H, J ¼ 8:4Hz, ArH), 7.92 (d, 2H, J ¼
7:6Hz, ArH), 7.65–7.52 (m, 4H, ArH), 7.15 (d, 2H, J ¼ 8:4
Hz, ArH), 6.82–6.74 (m, 2H, ArH), 3.69 (d, 1H, J ¼ 13:2Hz,
CH2), 3.46 (d, 1H, J ¼ 13:2Hz, CH2);

13CNMR (DMSO-d6)
(�, ppm): � 183.05, 166.46, 165.93, 147.03, 143.03, 140.01,
134.22, 132.62, 132.46, 131.52, 128.61, 128.06, 123.15,
114.59, 112.19, 77.51, 41.49; DEPT 135: � 143.03, 134.22,
132.46, 131.52, 128.61, 128.06, 123.15, 114.59, 112.19, 41.49.
Anal. calcd for C21H16N4O4: C, 64.94; H, 4.15; N, 14.43%.
Found: C, 65.12; H, 4.20; N, 14.28%.

O

N

O
Ph

N

NH2
..

N

N
O

HN
O

Ph

Ar

N

N
H

O

H
N

O

Ph

..

Ar

N

N
H

Ar

O

N

OH

Ph

..

Ar

+

Scheme 2.

Chemistry Letters Vol.36, No.2 (2007) 223

Published on the web (Advance View) December 26, 2006; doi:10.1246/cl.2007.222


